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Brett Atencio Thomas is the City of Costa Mesa’s first Active Transportation 
Coordinator. Before beginning his role at the City, Brett Atencio was Princi-
pal Transportation Planner at LA Metro where he managed the system de-
sign, station siting, permitting, community outreach, and installation of over 
220 Metro Bike Share stations; administered the largest Open Streets pro-
gram in North America; developed and administered the Metro Adopt-a-
Bike Pilot Program to distribute over 3,000 bikes to resource-challenged 
communities; and was acting bicycle modal lead for the LA County Call For 

Projects grant program.  Brett Atencio holds a Graduate Certificate of Urban Design and Develop-
ment from UCLA, a Bachelor’s of Urban Studies and Planning from San Francisco State University, 
and a Master’s of Urban and Regional Planning from UCLA. 

 Inside this issue:  

June 23, 2022 

11:30 AM to 1:00 PM 

Orange County Mining Co 
10000 S Crawford Cyn Rd 

Orange, CA 92705 
 

Lunch Fees: 

Member: $20 

Non-Member: $25 

Student: $10 

 
Please register via Eventbrite at: 

 

https://octec-june-2022-

luncheon.eventbrite.com 

 

Registration Ends 6/21 @ 6:00 pm 

 

If you have any questions,  

please contact  

Adrian Rodriguez, at  

arodriguez@newportbeachca.gov 
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THIS MONTH’S MEETING 

June Lunch Speaker: 

Bike Share & Open Streets: Tools for Increasing Bicycle Mode 

Awareness 

Speaker: Brett Atencio Thomas - City of Costa Mesa, Active Transportation Coordinator  

Speaker Bio: 

PRESIDENTS MESSAGE 

Dear OCTEC community, 

It has been a privilege to serve as your president and I would like to thank our committed 
members, our generous sponsors and our great speakers for making this another success-
ful year! It’s been a challenging year, but in April 2022 OCTEC was finally able to host our 
first in-person luncheon meeting. Thank you for your participation in our virtual and in-
person events this fiscal year and thank you all for your support and patience as we are 
navigating back to normal life after two years of the COVID-19 pandemic.  

Some of my favorite memories this year include: 

• OCTEC Spring Social Mixer 

• The joint OCTEC and ITE SoCal Student Night 

• OCTEC Annual Golf Tournament 

 

My special thanks to Ron Keith, OCTEC Golf Chair, and our Golf Committee for always 
doing such a fantastic job in organizing and hosting our annual golf tournament.  The 
2022 OCTEC Golf Tournament was a great success and I look forward to our next golf 
tournament! 

This year we have a great nominee running for the 2022-23 OCTEC Membership and 
Sponsorship Coordinator position: Mr. Trevor Briggs. Voting will commence on June 28th 
and close on July 8th. The OCTEC members will receive an email from Election Runner. 

Furthermore, I want to welcome Ryan Calad, who will take on the role of OCTEC presi-
dent beginning next month. I have no doubts that we will have another strong OCTEC 
Board next year.  

Finally, I would like to extent my gratitude toward my fellow board members and past 
presidents who have all greatly contributed with their support and commitment to the 
success of this organization.  

Sincerely, 

 

Olga Polunin 

OCTEC President 2021-2022 

https://octec-june-2022-luncheon.eventbrite.com
https://octec-june-2022-luncheon.eventbrite.com
mailto:arodriguez@newportbeachca.gov
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OCTEC News—April Meeting Recap 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WE DID IT!!! 
OCTEC held its first in person luncheon since the start of the pandemic with over 60 attendees.  It felt good 

to get back to the Orange County Mining Company and our speak Loren Bloomberg, PE, of Jacobs made a 

great presentation on HCM ’s Freeway Facilities Methodology: The Right-Sized Tool for Planning and Opera-

tions. 
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OCTEC News—Annual Golf Tournament Recap 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OCTEC would like to thank everyone who could participate in our annual Golf Tournament on May 6th at Tijeras Creek Golf Club in 

Rancho Santa Margarita.  Special thank you to our Golf Tournament Chair Ron Keith for another full fielded turnout, the Golf Com-

mittee Members for helping with all the week of event items, and all of our sponsors!   
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OCTEC News— Joint Student Night Recap 

  

 

 

 

 

 

OCTEC and ITE So-Cal held its first in person Annual Student 
Night on May 12th which 5 student chapters presented their 
annual projects to a panel of judges including our own OC-
TEC Board members Adrian Rodriguez and Ryan Calad. 

OCTEC and ITE So-Cal made a shared contribution total of 
$18,500 ($14,000 for student night presentation and $4,500 
for traffic bowl winners) which was then awarded to the 
student chapters.  

Thank you everyone who joined us. Congratulations to Cal 
Poly Pomona for winning 1st Place, UCLA for 2nd place, UCI 
for 3rd place as well as CSUF and USC on the great presenta-
tions.  

Greetings OCTEC Newsletter Subscribers. As a reminder, only OCTEC Members are allowed 

to vote for the election in June. 

Renew your  Membership 
 

 

 

Join via Eventbrite: https://2022octecmembership.eventbrite.com 

https://octec2022registration.eventbrite.com
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JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 City of Santa Ana - Assistant Engineer  
The City of Santa Ana is looking for individuals who are results-

oriented, possess great attitude, demonstrate creativity and 

innovation, work efficiently, show a record of success and have 

a passion for public service. Having highly talented employees 

provides the best service to our community.  Performs a variety 

of field and office professional civil engineering work. Currently, 

there are four (4) vacancies for the Public Works Agency.  One 

(1) vacancy for Traffic and Transportation and three (3) vacan-

cies for Water Resources. The eligible list established from this 

recruitment may be used to fill future vacancies. This position is 

open until further notice and can close at any time without ad-

vance notice.  You are encouraged to apply immediately!  First 

application review is scheduled for May 23, 2022.  For more 

information, please refer to this link:[Continue here] 

City of Newport Beach– Associate Civil Engineer 
The City of Newport Beach seeks a motivated individual to join 

the Public Works Department! Currently there is one full-time 

Associate Civil Engineer vacancy.  The position may provide plan 

check services to the public for the Public Works Department. 

Plan check will be related to development that involves work in 

the public right of way or on other public land, and will include 

interface with the public at times.  Also included will be review 

of Easements, Tract Maps and Parcel Maps for the City Engi-

neer’s approval. This position may work on various projects in 

the Capital Improvement Program, work directly with the public, 

manage projects from design to finish, and oversee/attend 

meetings. General knowledge of municipal Civil Engineering 

including design and construction management are highly desir-

able For more information, please refer to this link:[Continue 

here] 

City of Fontana—Public Works Director/City Engineer 

Under administrative direction from the Deputy City Manager, 

plans, directs and reviews the activities and operations of the 

Public Works/Engineering Department (Department), including 

technical and professional engineering, maintenance services 

for streets, utilities, parks, landscape, fleet and facilities, and 

assigned activities with other City Departments and outside 

agencies. Provides highly responsible and complex organization-

al support to the Deputy City Manager.  Exercises direct supervi-

sion over assigned professional, technical, and clerical staff.  For 

more information, please refer to this link:[Continue here] 

 

 

OCTA approves $1.65 billion balanced budget for FY 

2022-23 
A nearly $1.65 billion budget was approved by the Orange Coun-

ty Transportation Authority (OCTA) for the upcoming fiscal year 

– a balanced budget that keeps essential transportation im-

provements moving forward while responsibly planning for the 

future. The OCTA Board approved the balanced budget June 13, 

which makes significant investments in public transit and im-

provements to Orange County’s freeways and streets to keep 

Orange County moving safely and efficiently. The budget utilizes 

new sources of funding received within the last year from the 

federal government as well as local funds to help restore much 

of the bus and rail service cut during the height of the COVID-19 

pandemic, based on demand..…...[Continue here] 

$156M Grade Separation Project Under Way for 

State’s Worst Rail/Road Crossing in Santa Fe Springs  
It’s officially the worst at-grade rail and road crossing in the 

state: a rail line cutting diagonally across a busy intersection in 

Santa Fe Springs in the midst of L.A. County’s industrial heart-

land. An estimated 45,000 vehicles and 135 trains travel through 

the intersection of Rosecrans and Marquardt avenues in Santa 

Fe Springs each day – an average of one train crossing every 

seven minutes. As a result, vehicular traffic on both busy streets 

is brought to a standstill for a total of 21 hours per week. 

Even worse, from 2013 to 2019, the California Public Utilities 

Commission recorded 31 rail-motor vehicle incidents at the in-

tersection resulting in six fatalities and seven injuries – the most 

hazardous rail-motor intersection in the state.  

But now, after more than a decade of effort, a fix is finally under 

way: a $156 million grade separation project that broke ground 

on June 2 and is expected to be completed in mid-2025. The 

project involves construction of a bridge for Rosecrans Avenue 

and a set of connector roads to allow vehicles traveling on Mar-

quardt to get to the other side of the railroad tracks.…...

[Continue here] 

Please contact Olga Polunin or any Board member if you have 

any job listings that you would like posted to the OCTEC website 

or included in the next month’s OCTEC newsletter.  
 

Visit our WEBSITE for the latest job posts, newsletters, and 

presentations from current and past meetings.      

Follow Us  

LOCAL, REGIONAL, & NATIONAL NEWS 

https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/santaana/jobs/3543396/assistant-engineer?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/newportbeach/jobs/3579534/associate-civil-engineer?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/newportbeach/jobs/3579534/associate-civil-engineer?pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.governmentjobs.com/careers/fontanaCA/jobs/3562409/public-works-director-city-engineer?page=2&pagetype=jobOpportunitiesJobs
https://www.masstransitmag.com/management/press-release/21270982/orange-county-transportation-authority-octa-octa-approves-165-billion-balanced-budget-for-fy-202223
https://labusinessjournal.com/engineering/156m-grade-separation-project-under-way-for-states-worst-rail-road-crossing-in-santa-fe-springs/
mailto:opolunin@aimtd.com
http://octec.net
https://www.facebook.com/OCTrafficEngineeringCouncil/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/1535617/
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THIS MONTH’S NEWSLETTER IS GRACIOUSLY SPONSORED BY 



    Page 7 

June 2022 2021-2022— Issue 7 

www.octec.net 

 

 

OCTEC would like to give a special thanks to all of our generous sponsors! 

Meeting Date Newsletter Sponsors Lunch/Meeting Sponsors 

September 23, 2021 
Econolite 
South Coast Lighting 

 

October 28, 2021 
Joint Meeting — ITE SoCal 

General Technologies and Solutions 
Stantec 

 

January 27, 2022 
Michael Baker International 
LSA 

<Sponsorship Available> 

February 24, 2022                
Joint Meeting—ITS-CA 

 
Iteris 
KOA  

March 24, 2022 
Mark Thomas 
Linscott, Law, & Greenspan Engineers 

 

April 28, 2022 
Advantec Consulting Engineers 
Kimley-Horn 

 

May 6, 2022 
May 12, 2022 

OCTEC Golf Tournament 
SoCal ITE/OCTEC Student Chapter Night 

<Sponsorship Available> 

June 23, 2022 
NexTech Systems, Inc 
Ganddini Group 

 

For more information and sponsorship opportunities, please contact Adrian Rodriguez at (949) 644-3345 or arodriguez@newportbeachca.gov 

2021 -2022 Sponsors 

 

Ryan Calad 

 
Secretary 

Michael Baker Intl 

5 Hutton Centre Dr,  

Suite 500 

Santa Ana, CA 92707 

(949) 472-3453 
ryan.calad@mbakerintl.c

om 

Olga Polunin 

 
President 

AimTD LLC 

155 N Riverview 

Drive,  

Suite 100 

Anaheim, CA 92808 

(714) 253-7888 
opolunin@aimtd.com  

Michael Plotnik 

 
Treasurer 

City of La Habra 

110 E. La Habra Blvd 

La Habra, CA 90631 

(562) 383-4162 
mplonik@lahabraca.gov 

 

Adrian Rodriguez 

 
Sponsorship/

Membership Coordina-

tor 

City of Newport Beach 

100 Civic Center Dr 

Newport Beach, CA 

(949) 644-3345  
arodri-

guez@newportbeachca.gov  

Position Open 

 

Webmaster 

 

 

 

 

Sonia Sanchez 

 

Social Media Chair 

(213) 257-8680 x762  
ssanchez@tooledesi
gn.com 

OCTEC 2021 - 2022 Officers OCTEC Committee Chairs 

OCTEC has open positions for Webmaster 
and one Social Media Chair available. 

Contact any of the board  members if you 
are interested in joining the OCTEC Team.  

mailto:arodriguez@newportbeachca.gov
mailto:ryan.calad@mbakerintl.com
mailto:ryan.calad@mbakerintl.com
mailto:opolunin@aimtd.com
mailto:mplotnik@lahabraca.gov
mailto:arodriguez@newportbeachca.gov
mailto:arodriguez@newportbeachca.gov
mailto:ssanchez@tooledesign.com
mailto:ssanchez@tooledesign.com
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OCTEC CANDIDATE STATEMENT 
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VENDOR SHOW & SOCIAL NIGHT 


